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From the editor  

Despite the relatively mild weather these past couple of months, we 
are already ƘŀƭŦ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ǎƻ ƭǳŎƪȅ 
though.  Chicago winters have a way of taking their toll.  So as we 
move through February things might get a bit more gray and much 
less sunny.   

Luckily for us Jews, this year February begins with Shabbat Shira ς the 
Sabbath of Song.  Songs are used throughout the Tanach as a way to 
sing praise and eleǾŀǘŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ  {ƻ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ YŜƘƛƭŀǘ IŀYƻŘŜǎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ς spiritual 
uplifting.   

What can we do to life our spirits, not just during the dark and gray 
winter months, but throughout the year?  Perhaps we can engage 
more with our community.  Or, we can look inward and find 
something new and rewarding upon which we can focus our 
ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ  ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ 
find a way to lift your spirit and that of those around you. 

Brad Kolar 
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From The Desk Of The 
Rabbi 

A Spiritually Uplifting Moment in 
Eretz Yisrael 

Friday, January 27, 2012 

 

This morning, with a group of Chicago rabbis, traveling together on a 
mission sponsored by JUF, spent the morning at an absorption center 
for Ethiopian Jews in a town called Mevasseret Tsion, just outside of 
Jerusalem.  There we visited a kindergarten of Ethiopian Jewish 
children, recent immigrants to this country. Together we welcomed 
the Sabbath with song and dance. A miniature Sabbath table is set in 
the center of a circle complete with white tablecloth, candles, 
kiddush cup and challah.  A six year old boy plays the father, a girl the 
same age the mother, and two classmates play their children. They 
bless the wine and the challah, and sing songs with their classmate 
and teacher to 
welcome the 
Sabbath Bride. 
Jewish children, 
only a few months 
removed from the 
refugee camps of 
Africa, now 
celebrating the 
Sabbath in the 
Land of Milk and 
Honey.  

Rabbi Rudolph Recommends . . . 

Thought this might be a good video for the Newsletter in honor of the 

Super Bowl! Would be interesting for the kids, too.  

A Jewish boy from Brooklyn makes good. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ok1emTj5v3A&feature=player_e

mbedded 
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